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Among  the  representative  leading  farmers  and  stock  raisers 
of  Great  Bend  township,  Susquehanna  County,  who  thoroughly  under¬ 
stands  their  business,  and  pursue  their  chosen  vocations  in  a 
methodical  and  workmanlike  manner,  is  the  subject  of  this  bio¬ 
graphy.  He  was  born  in  that  township,  June  4,  1838,  and  comes 
from  a  good  old  Scottish  family. 

John  and  Jane  (McMichael)  Gillespie,  the  parents  of  our 
subject,  were  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Dumfriesshire,  Scotland, 
where  their  marriage  was  celebrated.  In  1828  they  crossed  the 
broad  Atlantic  and  took  up  their  residence  in  Great  Bend  township, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  the  father  for  some  years  working  for 
Judge  Thompson,  an  Uncle  of  Mrs.  Gillespie,  who  gave  to  the  young 
couple  200  acres  of  land  in  Great  Bend  township,  near  the  New  York 
State  line.  To  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  this  place 
Mr.  Gillespie  devoted  his  time  and  attention  until  his  death, 
in  1876. .  Acre  after  acre  of  the  land  he  cleared  and  placed  under 
cultivation,  and  erected  thereon  good  and  substantive  buildings. 

His  wife  died  in  1854.  She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  with  which  she  united  in  her  younger  days, 
was  greatly  respected  and  loved  by  her  friends  and  neighbors,  and 
by  her  death  her  pastor  lost  a  firm  friend.  Mr.  Gillespie,  though 
not  a  member,  attended  the  same  church  as  his  wife,  and  aided  in 
its  support.  As  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  town  he  was 
looked  up  to  and  honored  in  his  life,  and  sincerely  mourned  at 
his  death.  This  worthy  couple  had  the  following  children: 

(1)  James  M. ,  born  in  Scotland,  in  1827,  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Great  Bend  and  Harford,  Penn.  During  the  Civil  War 
he  was  a  member  of  a  government  construction  corps,  and  remained 
in  the  service  until  peace  was  restored.  He  is  now  one  of  the 
wealthiest  citizens  of  Neligh,  Antelope  Co.,  Neb.,  owning  one 
square  mile  of  land,  under  cultivation,  in  that  county,  and  re¬ 
sides  on  the  home  farm  with  his  daughter  Josephine,  who  is  un¬ 
married,  and  makes  a  lovely  home  for  her  father.  (2)  William, 
born  in  Great  Bend  township,  in  1829,  wedded  Mary  A.  Leslie,  of 
Harford,  Susquehanna  County,  where  they  reside,  as  he  owns  two 
good  farms  there.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War,  and  took 
part  in  a  number  of  battles.  His  children  are  Leslie,  Maggie, 
Jennie,  Clara,  Thomas,  James,  Nellie,  Jessie,  Francis,  Elizabeth 
and  Anna.  (3)  Thomas,  born  in  1832,  learned  the  wagon  maker's 
trade  with  Grant  Trowbridge,  of  Great  Bend,  and  now  resides  in 
Kirkwood ,  NY.  He  owns  one— half  of  the  old  Gillespie  farm,  and 
a  fine  and  convenient  house  on  Main  Street,  Great  Bend.  He 
married  Eliz.  Terboss,  of  Great  Bend ,  who  died  in  1891,  leaving 
two  children,  William  and  Nina.  William  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
D.  L.  &  W.  Railroad  Co.,  and  was  head  man  in  their  office  at 
Binghamton  for  a  number  of  years.  On  account  of  failing  health 
he  removed  to  Texas,  and  was  in  the  railroad  service  there,  but 
as  his  nealth  continued  to  decline  he  underwent  an  operation  for 
spinal  trouble  at  one  of  the  Philadelphia  hospitals.  It  was  not 
a  success,  however,  and  he  died  soon  afterward,  at  Kirkwood,  NY. 


